In How We Get Along, philosopher J. David Velleman compares our social interactions to the interactions among improvisational actors on stage. He argues that we play ourselves -not artificially but authentically, by doing what would make sense coming from us as we really are. And like improvisational actors, we deal with one another in dual capacities: both as characters within the social drama and as players contributing to the shared performance.
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Having written three lectures, I found myself with more to say and an inclination to say it in the same voice, as if presenting additional lectures. In reality, Lectures 4, 6, and 7 have never been presented. Casting myself in a role even larger than that of Shearman lecturer is presumptuous indeed; I hope that it will prove to have benefited the reader, by encouraging me to express myself more briefly and informally than usual.
Beyond their overt topic, these lectures pursue a private agenda of mine, which is to locate the intersection of various themes that I have hitherto pursued independently, with only the vague hope that they would some day intersect.
2 One theme is an analysis of practical reasoning as a process of making sense 
